Electoral Protocols for the election of representatives onto the Steering Group of Northamptonshire Countywide VCS Forum- final version, 25th Jan 2010
Constituency

Representatives will come from each of the seven districts, coterminous with the District and Borough Council boundaries. One district will be considered a constituency and all within that district will vote for the same set of candidates.

The Districts are as follows: Corby, Daventry, East Northants, Kettering, Northampton, South Northants and Wellingborough.
The Electorate

The electorate is made up of only the voluntary and community sector organisations active within a specific district (constituency).
An organisation must be a member of a local forum or network.

An organisation must fit the criteria used within the Terms of Reference to signify those eligible for membership of the Countywide Forum.

An organisation must designate a named individual who has the authority to act as elector in the relevant elections.

Candidates & Eligibility for Candidacy

Each district will have two representatives on the Steering Group, as per the Terms of Reference (this can change and the Terms of Reference will always by the guiding document).

All candidates must play an active role, either as paid worker or volunteer, in a VCS organisation in Northamptonshire.

Successful candidates will only become representatives if this election process is followed.
Term of Office

Please refer to the Term of Office as set out in the Terms of Reference of the Countywide Forum and Shadow Steering Group.
The Process of the Election
The process of the election will be run by the LIO for each district or borough.

The table below shows an indicative timetable for the election process.
	Dates
	Event

	Day 1
	Give Notice of Election to electorate (an agreed form of wording from the Countywide Steering Group will be used).

	Day 42
	Send out request for nominations and nomination papers.

	Day 63
	Close of nominations, at 5pm today. Nominations should include personal statement and nominees should be nominated by their organisation/group.

	Day 65
	Publish list of candidates and statements on LIO websites.

	Day 66
	Complete preparation of ballot papers, instructions and statements (election material).

	Day 67
	Begin mail out of election material.

	Day 74
	Last day for mail out of election material.

	Day 88
	Last day for return of ballot papers, at 5pm today.

	Day 89
	Counting of ballot papers.

	Day 89
	Successful candidates notified.

	Day 89
	Unsuccessful candidates notified.

	Day 90
	Publication of the results on LIO websites.

	Day 97
	Run induction seminar for newly elected representatives (optional).

	Day 104
	First meeting attended by new representatives (day 97 if no induction needed).


