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2.2.3 All Pensioner Households 
 
Outline 
As people age their need for support, health and social care services increases, they are at a higher 
risk of becoming ill and in particular having a long term illness or multiple health problems. This is 
especially true of people who are aged 85 years and older. 
 
Data Description 
The data is taken from the 2001 Census; however circumstances may have changed as this data is 
now eight years old. 
 
Key Issues 
�  East Northamptonshire has the highest proportion of pensioner households at 9.54% 
�  Wellingborough has the highest proportion of one person pensioner households at 13.58% 
�  Compared to the most similar PCTs Northamptonshire has the second lowest percentage of 

pensioner households at 8.63% and this compares to the East Midlands average of 10.17%. 
Highest is Warwickshire with 9.68% 

�  More pensioner households are found in Villages, Hamlets and Isolated dwellings at 11% 
�  Higher percentages of pensioner households are found in the IMD 2007 Best 20-40% and the 

Best 20% 
 
Consequences 
Northamptonshire has slightly lower than national average percentage of “all pensioner” households, 
however pensioner households are most common in rural areas and then the urban fringes; this 
presents a significant challenge in supporting people to access services.  
 
It has been estimated that there will be an increase in the population of retired people (Chapter 1 –
Demography). As the demographic changes associated with the "baby boomer" generation ages, the 
balance between those in need of care and those of working age will shift, meaning that the 
availability of affordable paid care will become tight. 
 
Key Documents 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL. 2001. Census Atlas 2001 Pensioner Households 
without access to a Car or Van (Online). Available from:  
http://www.northamptonshireobservatory.org.uk/publications/document.asp?documentid=154 
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Households One Pensioner All Pensioner
Corby 13.03 7.77
Daventry 11.12 8.88
East Northamptonshire 12.38 9.54
Kettering 13.27 9.42
Northampton 12.56 7.81
South Northamptonshire 12.07 9.02
Wellingborough 13.58 8.93
Northamptonshire 12.57 8.63  
Table 2.2.3.1 % pensioner households Northamptonshi re, ONS 
 
 

 
Figure 2.2.3.1 % all pensioner households Northampt onshire, ONS 
 
 

 
Figure 2.2.3.2 % all pensioner households Northampt onshire and most similar PCTs, ONS 
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Figure 2.2.3.3 % all pensioner households Northampt onshire People & Places classification, ONS 
 

 
Figure 2.2.3.4% all pensioner households Northampto nshire urban / rural classification, ONS 
 

 
Figure 2.2.3.5 % all pensioner households Northampt onshire IMD 2007, ONS 
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Figure 2.2.3.6 % of all pensioner households by low er level super output area, 2001 
 


